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Top Skills 
Grant Writing 
Scientific Writing 


Neuroscience 


Publications 


Predictors of Subclinical 
Atherosclerosis in Women With 
Spinal Cord Injury 


Cardiometabolic Changes and 
Disparities Among Persons With 
Spinal Cord Injury: A 17-Year Cohort 
Study 


Could Microparticles Be the 
Universal Quality Indicator for 
Platelet Viability and Function? 


Tapering Opioid Prescriptions 
and Reducing Polypharmacy for 
Inpatients with Spinal Cord Injury 
at Rancho Los Amigos National 
Rehabilitation Center 


Subcellular injuries in Alzheimer's 
disease 


Stephen Arthur, MSc., M.F.A. 


Freelance Scientific Writer (Publications and Grants for Biomedical 
Research) & Technical Writer (Policies & Procedures) 


Summary 


(1) SCIENTIFIC WRITING & EDITING (ten years experience; MSc 
#NEUROSCIENCE) 

| help overloaded clinicians and biomedical researchers to 
communicate their findings and obtain funding for new research. 

-- In the fierce competition for grants, | practice the art of creating 
an alluring and scientifically-sound grant proposal, ensuring that 
the quality of the writing does not prevent the application from 
being funded. -- With minimal guidance, | deliver comprehensively- 
structured, polished manuscripts that are optimized for impact in 
peer-reviewed scientific journals. 


(2) TECHNICAL WRITING & EDITING (contract - over 20 years 
experience) 

-- Standard operating procedures, trades training guides, user 
manuals, plain English 

-- Scripts for training videos and corporate documentaries (MFA in 
film production & SCREENWRITING) 

-- Editing engineering reports and white papers 


SEE WRITING SAMPLES at https://sxa-portfolio.com 


#pharmacodynamics, #pain, AMA #manuscript style, informational 
graphic design, #EndNote, #lifesciences, #grantwriting, 
#freelancewriters, #medicalresearch, #remoteworker, #contractor, 
#technicalwriter, #4NIH #RO1 


Experience 
Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center 


Consulting Scientific and Grant Writer 
September 2012 - Present (8 years 2 months) 


Page 1 of 10 


For Rancho Research Institute, wrote over 15 full proposals for quality-of-life 
program grants and pragmatic clinical research grants, mainly for rehabilitation 
of spinal cord injury. Ensured the prompt publication of research results that 
had been languishing for years. Maximized the impact of grant proposals, 
fact sheets for web publication, and a guest editorial. Evaluated foundations 
and tailored letters of intent. Wrote a perspective article for the Journal of 
Humanities in Rehabilitation. -- Rancho is a large medical center ranked as 
one of America's “Best Hospitals” for rehabilitation and is associated with 
the University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine. Clients: (1) 
neurologist Mindy Aisen, Chief Medical Officer and Principal Investigator at 
Spinal Cord Injury Model Systems (see connection); (2) cardiologist Yaga 
Szlachcic, Chair of the Department of Medicine and President of Rancho 


Research Institute. (See writing samples at https://sxa-portfolio.com) 


Indivior 
Consulting Scientific Publications Writer/Editor 
November 2018 - April 2019 (6 months) 


Helped develop a comprehensive scientific review article (for peer-reviewed 
journal publication) on a pharmaceutical system for drug delivery (including 


writing, editing, literature search, literature review, and citations). 


Western Canada Marine Response Corporation 
Consulting Technical Writer 
November 2016 - March 2018 (1 year 5 months) 


Developed and wrote standard operating procedures and operations manuals 


for oil-spill response. 


Vancouver Airport Authority 
Consulting Writer/Editor 
September 2016 - September 2016 (1 month) 


Performed developmental editing, layout, and copy editing/rewriting for 
proposals in response to RFPs for installations of border control kiosk 


machines. 


LightIntegra Technology Inc. 
Consulting Scientific Biomedical Writer/Editor 
September 2015 - September 2016 (1 year 1 month) 
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Wrote and edited research reports and a critical literature review article on 
platelet biotechnology for publication in peer-reviewed journals--including 

results of clinical trials and health economic outcomes research. The new 
biotechnology, ThromboLUX, uses dynamic light scattering to evaluate 

in detail the microparticle messengers originating from platelets in blood 


samples. (See writing samples at https://sxa-portfolio.com) 


Doctors of BC 
Consulting Technical Writer 
March 2015 - May 2015 (3 months) 


Physician Health Program of British Columbia -- Wrote standard operating 


procedures for the clinical coordinator role. 


AeroStrategies Limited 

Consulting Technical Editor 

January 2013 - May 2013 (5 months) 

Edited and produced a 200-page forensic-engineering report for an aviation 
consulting company. This assignment required the highest level of edit, 
including developmental edit, substantive edit, language edit (including 
rewriting of some sentences and paragraphs), mechanical style edit (including 
mathematical formulas), formatting, integrity edit and referencing, policy edit, 
planning and coordination, and extensive appendices and cross-referenced 
supplemental materials. Schematic illustrations were also created or remade 


for optimal impact. 


NYU Bluestone Center for Clinical Research 

Consulting Scientific Biomedical Writer, Editor, & Illustrator (publications 
and grants) 

February 2010 - June 2012 (2 years 5 months) 


NYU TRANSLATIONAL CANCER PAIN LABORATORY and UC SAN 
FRANCISCO DEPT. ORAL & MAXOFACIAL SURGERY -- Was on the leading 
edge of grantwriting for NIH’s new RO1 short-form—one NIH reviewer "found 
this application to be extremely well-written and understandable.” Provided 
extensive rewriting for an ESL PI that revealed the brilliance of her work hidden 
within her original drafts. Wrote large sections of critical literature-review 
articles, based on commissioned literature searches. Created illustrations 

of hypothesized cell-signaling mechanisms (design to finish). Contributions 


included uncovering facts, seeing new connections, and giving a fresh 
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analytical perspective that was invaluable to the client. Subjects: endogenous 
molecular mediators of oral cancer pain, peripheral nociception, epigenetics, 
regulation of receptor expression, targeting endocannabinoid receptors and 
DNA-demethylating drugs for potential non-opioid pain medicines, surgical and 
molecular interventions, behavioral animal models, and pre-clinical and clinical 
research for development of novel analgesic drugs for oral cancer pain. Main 
client: Dr. Brian L. Schmidt, MD, PhD, DDS, Director of the Bluestone Center 
for Clinical Research. 


(See writing samples at https://sxa-portfolio.com/scientific_writer_portfolio) 


Centre universitaire de santé McGill et IR-CUSM | McGill University 


Health Centre and RI-MUHC 
Consulting Scientific Writer, Editor & Illustrator (publications and grants) 
November 2011 - May 2012 (7 months) 


(1) MCGILL UNIVERSITY HEALTH CENTRE RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

-- Provided substantive rewriting for a theoretical literature review article 

on subcellular injuries in Alzheimer's disease co-authored by Vassilios 
Papadopoulos, Canada Research Chair in Biochemical Pharmacology, 
Executive Director of MUHC Research Institute. Also designed cellular- 
signaling illustrations to help readers quickly grasp the theoretical concepts. 
(2) NYU COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY -- Wrote a critical literature review article 
for a peer-reviewed journal, based on suggested references and additional 
literature search, evaluating research on the heritability of microbial resistance 
to oral disease. 

(3) BC CANCER AGENCY RESEARCH CENTRE -- Researched, designed, 
and wrote a proposal on cancer genomics for Dr. Samuel Abraham, VP 
Research. 


(See writing samples at https://sxa-portfolio.com) 


Impact BC 


Contract Technical Writer & Editor 
October 2009 - November 2009 (2 months) 


Wrote and edited educational materials on the principles of quality 
improvement applied to family medicine practice, created for a learning series 
regularly attended by staff members and leaders from the BC Ministry of 
Health, BC health authorities, clinical team members, physicians, nurses, and 
other health service providers. 


(See writing samples at https://sxa-portfolio.com) 
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British Columbia Transmission Corporation 

Consulting Technical Editor 

June 2008 - July 2008 (2 months) 

Performed comprehensive substantive editing of BCTC’s 2008 State of the 
Transmission System Report (115 pages) for submission to the Utilities 
Commission, accurately judging which information pertained to how the current 
state of the system matched BCTC’s strategies for growth. See sample in 


portfolio site. 


CHC Helicopter 

Consulting Technical Writer 

February 2008 - April 2008 (3 months) 

Developed a manual of administrative procedures for adopting CHC's Web- 
based Safety &amp; Quality Integrated Database, a global reporting and safety 
management system. Managers were then able to make a smooth transition 


from the old system, keeping incidents low. 


Impact BC 

Contract Technical Writer 

October 2006 - February 2008 (1 year 5 months) 

For the Practice Support Program — an alliance between BC Ministry of 
Health Services, the BCMA, and provincial health authorities — originated a 
series of training guides to help BC family physicians be proactive in managing 
care for patients with chronic ailments. Guides included Adopting the Chronic 
Disease Management Toolkit, for a Web-based health-informatics tool. 
Response was extremely positive, with 1,283 physicians enrolled by Feb. 
2009, and a preliminary survey showing a positive impact on both patient care 


and physician satisfaction. 


ImageMaker Advertising Inc. 

Consulting Video Script Writer (Creative & Technical) 

December 2005 - June 2007 (1 year 7 months) 

Wrote corporate documentary videos for mining exploration companies 
American Creek Resources, Baffinland Iron Mines, Bell Resources, and Selkirk 
Resources. Consulted with mining company executives to effectively portray 
the right story to investors in mining exploration. Developed detailed content 


outlines and creative treatments for client approval before writing the scripts 


freelance 
Video script writer (training, corporate, educational) 
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1986 - 2007 (21 years) 

Clients included: BC Cancer Agency Research Centre - Terry Fox Lab ("How 
to use the methylcellulose system to assay human hematopoietic cells"), 

BC Ministry of Forests, Fisheries Council of BC, BC Children's Hospital, BC 
Institute of Technology, Justice Institute of BC, Hillsborough Resources, 
Trans Atlantic Resources, Baffinland Iron Mines, Bell Resources, and BC 
Central Credit Union. Producers include Vidatron Productions, Shane 

Lunny Productions , Black Tusk Video, National Film Board of Canada, and 


ImageMaker Advertising. 


IMT Image & Microscope Technology 


Contract Technical Writer & Editor 
October 2005 - November 2005 (2 months) 


From only using the software, without instructions, originated sections of a user 
manual for upgrades to a microscopic image-analysis application for histology 
labs. Client was amazed that insightful and accurate instructions could be 


created by a generalist technical communicator. 


E-Comm 9-1-1 | Emergency Communications for British Columbia 


Incorporated 
Consulting Technical Communicator 
June 2005 - October 2005 (5 months) 


Originated a manual of standard operating procedures for dispatchers of fire- 
and-rescue responders. Engaged in brainstorming sessions with dispatchers 
to define protocols that reduced ambiguity and confusion, and optimized 
response times. "We found that we got really good value by hiring someone 
with Stephen's skills."— Darcy Wilson Operation Manager / Fire Services 


(See writing samples at https://sxa-portfolio.com) 


Greater Vancouver Regional District 

Corporate Communications Writer (Contract) 

August 2004 - August 2004 (1 month) 

Wrote brochures introducing the Drinking Water Management Plan, a roadmap 
to effective water access to mid-century. Most municipalities within Greater 


Vancouver are following this plan. 


self employed 
Independent filmmaker 
1993 - 2003 (10 years) 


Transfigured - http://youtu.be/_DkeSgdbOCA 
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Tran Scan - https://youtu.be/fAgCxRCnBRO 

Produced, directed, and animated over 18 short experimental and fine- 

art animation films, all of which have screened in film festivals world 

wide. Various awards and arts grants (see below). The last short film 
(www.transcanfilm.com) received the highest amount of production funding 
possible from the Canada Council for the Arts ($55,000), and took two years to 


produce. 


National Film Board of Canada 

Film Director, Writer, Associate Producer (animation) 

April 1996 - February 2001 (4 years 11 months) 

(1) Directed, animated, and co-produced the award-winning NFB film 
Transfigured, based on the paintings of Jack Shadbolt. Numerous international 
film festivals and exhibitions. Nominated for Best Director, Animated 
Production, at the BC Film and Television Industry Leo Awards, 2000. (2) 
Researched and wrote successful proposals that obtained funding to develop 
a scientific-visualization project for schools—a paleogeographic time-lapse film 
series, simulated with 3D animation. Commissioned by the NFB to research 
the subject matter in depth (historical geology), conduct market research, write 
the scripts and create the storyboards for the five parts, evaluate production 


software, and estimate the budget. 


BC Ministry of Forests 

Consulting Video Script Writer, Content Developer, and Technical 
Writer 

June 1995 - October 1996 (1 year 5 months) 

Wrote a series of ten training videos on field sampling procedures for the 
Resource Inventory Skills Training program (BCIT/Nutec Training/Black Tusk 
Video). Wrote Participant's and Trainer's Guides for the Resource Inventory 
Skills Training Curriculum, including photo interpretation, field navigation, plot 
sampling for plant identification and coverage, timber cruising, and ecological 


site series. 


Raytheon Canada Limited 
Technical Communicator and Training Process Developer 
May 1994 - July 1994 (3 months) 


Hughes Aircraft Canada Systems Division (now Raytheon Canada) — Product 


Support: 
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Developed the department's procedures for managing, developing, and 
conducting large-scale training programs for the air-traffic control industry, 


based on the Design/IDEF process-mapping software tool. 


BC Hydro 

Consulting Technical Writer, Trades Training 

May 1993 - July 1993 (3 months) 

Trades Training and Development -- Researched and wrote the training 


manual for a new skills-upgrading course for power system workers. 


Spectrum Signal Processing 

Contract Technical Writer 

May 1993 - June 1993 (2 months) 

Developed and co-wrote the user guide and online help for an integrated 
sound/fax/modem/ answering-machine PC expansion board, with associated 


software. 


Science World BC 

Consulting Science Writer 

February 1993 - April 1993 (3 months) 

Researched and wrote the content for That Day in Science, an interactive 


computer kiosk on the history of science. 


BC Medical Association 
Freelance medical writer 
September 1992 - September 1992 (1 month) 


Researched, interviewed, and wrote an article published in the Vancouver 
Sun, "World's Deadliest Poison Used for Revolutionary Therapies," under the 


direction of Dr. Jean Carruthers. 


BC Cancer Agency 

Consulting Video Script Writer (Training) 
June 1992 - July 1992 (2 months) 

B.C. Cancer Research Centre - Terry Fox Lab 


Wrote a training video on tissue culturing. 


Self Employed 
Screenplay author 
1977 - 1988 (11 years) 
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Authored and promoted six original screenplays and various treatments for 
feature motion pictures in Vancouver and Los Angeles. Options were sold to 
four different production companies. 


MDSI 
Contract Technical Writer 
July 1987 - October 1987 (4 months) 


Documented parts information for the 6100 Portable Data Terminal. 
Supervised comprehensive updating of the product documentation, from 


component-level maintenance to user guide. 


MDA 

Quality Assurance Contractor 

March 1987 - May 1987 (3 months) 

Validated documentation for installation, operation, maintenance, and 
engineering of a meteorological analysis system developed for the U.S. Air 
Force (AWDS - Automated Weather Distribution System). 


Institute for Communication Arts 
Instructor 
1986 - 1987 (1 year) 


Taught screenwriting for two semesters. 


Glentel - Business Division 

Technical Writer and Corporate Communications Writer 

May 1985 - August 1986 (1 year 4 months) 

Engineering Department (on contract): Wrote Operator's, Supervisor's, 

and Manager's Manuals for a commercial answering-service system. 
Marketing Department (as employee): Wrote brochures, press releases, 
and presentations for a variety of telecommunications products. Supervised 
complete documentation for installation, operation, and maintenance of a 


digital paging system. 


Sydney Development Corporation 
Technical Writer 
1984 - 1984 (less than a year) 


Developed a task-based user manual for stock brokers. Six months after 


hiring, the company went under. 
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Education 


The University of British Columbia 
Master of Science, neuroscience (Physiology, Fac. Medicine) - (1988 - 1991) 


University of Southern California 
Master of Fine Arts, film production (Cinema) - (1979 - 1981) 


The University of British Columbia 
Bachelor of Science, biology (Zoology) - (1973 - 1977) 
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